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Our membership meeting will be June 10 at Bear Branch Nature Center.  
 
Our guest speaker will be Dr. Demos Kazanas. Dr. Kazanas talk is titled “Cosmological Inflation: A Personal 
Perspective”. He will review briefly the standard cosmology and outline two of its fundamental problems, 
namely the horizon and flatness problems. He will discuss how cosmological inflation can provide a resolu-
tion to these along with some thoughts concerning the future of the universe.  
 
June 13 is our monthly planetarium show and star party at Bear Branch Nature Center. And the member-
only star party there is June 12-14. The new moon is the 15th.  
 
Our annual picnic will be Saturday August 1 at the pavilion at Bear Branch. It’s a potluck, so let us know 
what you’ll be brining by entering that data here: https://westminsterastro.groups.io/g/main/table?
id=37370&lv=&p=,,,20,0,0,0  
 
Check your membership card or your Night Sky Network (NSN) profile to see if your membership ends 
6/30/2026.  If yes, then dues for renewals were due in MAY. 
 
We’re looking for a volunteer to demo the use 
of our Lunt solar scope at the July meeting. 
Please let the secretary 
(secretary@westminsterastro.org) know if 
you’re interested. 
 
And we’re looking for volunteers to present at 
the August through December membership 
meetings about, well, anything of astronomy 
interest. Maybe meteor showers, demos of your 
equipment, etc. The sky is the limit (so to speak). 
Email Laurie to volunteer: treasur-
er@westminsterastro.org. 
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Outreach Events 

WASI holds many events to introduce the public to the wonders of the night sky. We’re always looking for 

members to help out with these. It’s fun and who knows… you might encourage a youngster to become the 

next Carl Sagan. Questions? Email president@westminsterastro.org.  

Here’s this month’s calendar. If you go to the calendar web page (https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/events/wasi/) 

and click on an event it will give more details. 

mailto:president@westminsterastro.org
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/events/wasi/
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What’s up in the June sky 

Meteor shower – Lyrids from 6/10-6/21, peaking on early morning of 15 & 16.  Remember the best view-
ing for meteor showers is between midnight and dawn.  This is classified as a “moderate” meteor shower.  
There are also “minor” showers in several other constellations this month, all of which are the remnants 
of passing comets in our orbital path. 

June 21 brings the Summer Solstice and longest day of the year. 

 

Astronomical League June Observing Challenge 

There are 110 Messier objects, starting with M1, the Crab Nebula. Many of our favorite targets are part of 
this set, like M31 (Andromeda), M57 (the Ring Nebula), etc. But what about M102? No one is quite sure 
what object was cataloged as that “faint nebula.” The Astronomical League has an observing challenge 
where you can look at a group of candidate objects and make your own decision about which one was ob-
served by Charles Messier and his colleague Pierre Méchain. You can find info about this award at https://
www.astroleague.org/al-observing-challenge-special-observing-award/  (scroll down to #16). 

Observations must be done during June, and submissions sent by July 31. 

 

Resources 

Have you checked out the resources on our webpage lately?  There’s a ton of useful astronomy data 
there. Go to www.westminsterastro.org and click on the “Resources” tab. 

https://www.westminsterastro.org/astronomy-references/ 

WASI members getting trained on using the observatory by Jeff Burns and 

Chris Bennett. Photo by Jackie Donaldson. 
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